ANNUAL REPORT 
of the 
SELECTMEN 
and other 
TOWN OFFICERS 
of the 


TOWN OF ACWORTH 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


For the year ending December 31, 2014 


Please bring this Town Report to Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2015 


a R2* ae oe 
fa% 4 * ae 
. », Se ™ 

at 


2014Index 


Regular Meetings and Events...1 


Town Officers and Committees...2 _ 
Warrant for 2013...4 | _ 
Budget for 2013...6 | Boe " 
Minutes Town Meeting 2013...13 a 
Tax Rate Calculation...18 _ . ae 


Multi Year Tax Rate Comparison...19 
Detailed Statement of Receipts...20 
Detailed Statement of Disbursements...21 


Conservation Commission Accounts...26 a 
Balance Sheets with General Fund...27 oe: 
Schedule of Town Property...28 . Ee ‘2 
Tax Collector’s Report...29 Peete 2 sir 
Town Clerk’s Report...32 ee 
Selectmen’s Report...34 ay. 
Highway Department Report...36 a hae 
Solid Waste Report...37 | ay ar ‘ 
Trustees of Trust Funds Report...38 a ite © 
Report of Trust Funds...39 | aeons” 
Library Trustees’ Report...42 * oa i 
Librarians’ Report...43 | i 
Library Financial Report...44 ae 


Cemetery Trustees and Sexton’s Report...45 : 
Acworth Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. 468 on 
Planning Board Report...47 — ‘ ae 
Conservation Commission Report...48 i a te é a Ea ASS 
Crescent Lake Association Report. 49 | Ea fate 
Merger Notice...50 : | 
Vital Statistics...51 ‘ . ¥ a 


: 
a ram 
wad - 
: & 

(vf ht , 

- a a 

a v «@ = di , 

4 aS 


952, 0742345 


wm 1S 4 
‘ Goi 4 
Regular Meetings and Events Zax 
Selectmen Second and fourth Mondays, 7:00PM 
Town Clerk Tues. 5:30PM-8:00PM 
Sat. 8:00 AM-11:00AM 

Tax Collector Mon. 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Planning Board Last Wed. of the month, 7:00PM 


Conservation Commission Second Wed. of the month, 7:00PM 
Zoning Board of Adjustment First Wed. of the month: New business, 7:00PM 


Cemetery Trustees Regular or Special meeting dates posted 
Contact Kristian Fenderson, Sexton 


Library Trustees As needed, Guy Russell, chair 


Trustees of Trust Funds Regular or Special meeting dates posted 
Contact Alston Barrett, Meeting Chair 


Selectmen’s office Mon.-Fri., 8:30 AM-12:30PM, 835-6879 

Highway Garage Answering machine 835-6866 

Transfer Station Wed. 11:00AM-6PM, Sat. 9:00 AM-6 PM, 
835-6602 

Library Tues. & Thurs. 11:30AM-5:30PM, 


Sat. & Sun. 11:30AM-4:30PM, 835- 2150 
Emergency 911 


Fire 352-1100 
State Police Troop C 358-3333 
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NHSL - CONCORD 
APR 30 2015 


Town Officers and Committees 


Board of Selectmen 


Town Clerk 

Tax Collector 

Treasurer 
Administrative Assistant 
Local Auditor 


Moderator 
Election Inspectors 


Supervisors of the 
Checklist 

Overseer of Public Welfare 

Health Officer 


Trustees of Trust Funds 


Library Trustees 


Cemetery Trustees 


Budget Committee 


Rob DeValk - 2015 

Frank Emig - 2015 

Steven Holt - 2017 
Charlotte Comeau — 2016 
Marianne Nevelson - 2015 
Melinda Loiselle - 2015 
Kathi Bradt 

Lisa DeValk - 2015 


John Luther - 2016 

Ella Brown (D) 

Gordon Gowen (R) 
Elizabeth Gowen - 2015 
Rose Knight - 2016 
Marianne Nevelson - 2017 


Board of Selectmen 
Toni Bowman 


Paul Auger - 2015 
Alston Barrett - 2016 
Tim Perry - 2017 
Joanne Smith - 2015 
Jennifer Aiken - 2015 
Melinda Loiselle - 2016 
Guy Russell - 2017 
Kathi Bradt - 2017 
Claudia Istel - 2015 
Helen Frin - 2016 
Ken Reed - 2017 


Melinda Loiselle - 2015 
Jim Jennison - 2015 
Linda Christie - 2016 
Bruce Bascom - 2016 
Susan Metsack - 2017 
Judy Aron - 2017 

Rob DeValk, Selectman 


INO 


Planning Board Henry Sipple - 2015 
Rob Vogel - 2015 
Cheryl Sanctuary - 2016 
Jim Niedert - 2016 
Wes Cubberly - 2017 
Mike Aron - 2017 
Steven Holt, Selectman 

Alternates Vacant 


Conservation Commission Shawn Bowman - 2015 
Lillie Leblanc - 2015 
Helen Frink - 2015 
Debby Hinman - 2016 
Frank Emig, Selectman 
Alternates Carole Wallace - 2016 


Zoning Board of Frank Emig - 2015 
Adjustment Shawn Bowman - 2015 
Lisa Earl - 2015 
John Balla - 2016 
Alternates Bill Willette — 2015 
Brian St. Pierre - 2016 


Energy Committee Not currently active 
Recreation Committee Board of Selectmen 
FMRSD Board Linda Christie 

Town Forester Peter Rhoades 

Tree Warden G. Kristian Fenderson 


WARRANT FOR TOWN OF ACWORTH 
MARCH 10, 2015 

To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth, NH in the County of Sullivan in said state, 
qualified to vote in Town affairs: 
You are hereby notified to bring your votes for Town Officers, and any other questions, 
to the Town Hall on Tuesday, the tenth day of March next, at 10:00 of the clock in the 
morning at which time the polls shall be opened for voting on Articles 1 and 2 by use of 
the official ballot, and shall close not earlier than 9:00 of the clock in the evening; AND 
you are hereby notified that discussion and voting on Articles 3 through 15 shall 
commence at 7:30 of the clock in the evening on the same day, March 10 next at the 
Town Hall. 


ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers: 
Selectmen: 1 for 3 Year Term and | for 1 Year Term 
Tax Collector: 1 for 1 Year Term 
Treasurer: 1 for 1 Year Term 
Local Auditor: 1 for 1 Year Term 
Trustee of Trust Funds: 1 for 3 Year Term 
Library Trustee: 2 for 3 Year Terms 
Cemetery Trustee: 1 for 3 Year Term and 1 for 2 Year Term 
Budget Committee: 2 for 3 Year Terms 
Planning Board: 2 for 3 Year Terms 
Supervisor of the Checklist: 1 for 6 Years 


ARTICLE TWO: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the amendments to the Acworth 
Zoning Ordinance concerning the replacement of provision for two family dwellings by 
provision for accessory dwelling units (ADUs) as proposed by the Planning Board. 
Copies of the Ordinance showing changes are available at the Town office and will be 
available the day of voting. The following question will appear on the Official Ballot: 
“Are you in favor of amending the existing Town of Acworth Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board? The amendments replace two family dwellings with 
accessory dwelling units and add clarifying definitions.” The amendments apply to new 
construction. 


ARTICLE THREE: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound 
keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. 


ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in 
anticipation of taxes. 


ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will vote to accept a gift of 5.48 acres of land (Map 
226, Lot 8.1) that borders the Cold River and the Acworth Wetlands. This gift must be 
added to the Acworth Wetlands and a conservation easement placed on it through a 
conservation organization such as the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire 
Forests. Submitted by the Conservation Commission. 


ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will vote to sell .06 acre of land (Map 201, Lot 60) on 
Crescent Lake Road and to authorize the Selectmen to proceed with the sale. Under the 
Zoning Ordinance this is not a buildable lot nor could its addition to either abutting lot 
create conditions which meet the requirements for subdivision. These land use limitations 
shall be specified as a condition of any conveyance. Submitted by the Board of 
Selectmen following review by the Conservation Commission. 
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ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$1,105,467 for general municipal operations. This article does not include appropriations 
contained in special or individual articles addressed separately. The Budget Committee 
and Selectmen recommend this article. Majority vote required. 


ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$8,000 to be added to the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund established in 2010. The 
Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this article. Majority vote required. 


ARTICLE NINE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$35,000 to be added to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund established in 
2000. The Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this article. Majority vote 
required. 


ARTICLE TEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $50,000 
to be added to the Bridge Repair and Replacement Capital Reserve Fund established in 
2014. The Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this article. Majority vote 
required. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$33,000 for the purpose of adding to operating budget Account 4909, Improvements 
Other Than Buildings, for the purpose of chip sealing Section 3 of Cold Pond Road. The 
Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this article. Majority vote required. 


ARTICLE TWELVE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$15,000 for the purpose of adding to operating budget Account 4312, Highway 
Maintenance, for the purpose of engaging an outside contractor to repair potholes in the 
Town’s paved roads. The Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this article. 
Majority vote required. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter 
into a long-term lease/purchase agreement in the amount of $195,258 payable over a term 
of 4 years for the purchase of a highway truck and to authorize the withdrawal of $80,000 
from the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose for the first 
year’s payments for that purpose. The Budget Committee and Selectmen recommend this 
article. 2/3 Ballot vote required. 


ARTICLE FOURTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$1,954.14 for the purpose of matching a State grant in the same amount made to the 
Acworth Fire and Rescue Company for the purpose of obtaining forest fire personal 
protective and fire suppression equipment. The Budget Committee and Selectmen have 
not recommended this article. Majority vote required. 


ARTICLE FIFTEEN: To transact any other business that may legally be brought before 
this Town Meeting. 


Given under our hands and the seal of the Town of Acworth this 9th day of February, 
2015. A True Copy of Warrant Attest: Board of Selectmen: 
Rob DeValk Steven Holt Frank Emig 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
TOWN OF ACWORTH 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES 
March 11", 2014 
Elections — 10:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. and 8:55 p.m. — 9:05 p.m. 
Business Meeting — 7:30 — 8:55 


ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town 
Officers: 


Results of ballots cast — declared winners’ names are noted in bold print. 
Selectmen — One person for three-year term 
Steven Holt 121 
David delGenio if: 


Tax Collector - One person for one-year term 
Marianne Wierenga-Nevelson 192 


Treasurer - One person for one-year term 


Melinda Loiselle 183 
Moderator — One person for two-year term 
John W. Luther 189 
Local Auditor 1 for one-year term 
Lisa DeValk (write-in) 19 
Trustee of Trust Funds — One Person for three-year term 
Tim Perry 168 
Library Trustee — Two persons for three-year term 
Guy Russell 168 
Kathi Bradt 165 
Cemetery Trustee — One Person for three-year term 
Kenneth Reed (write-in) 46 
Planning Board — Two Persons for three-year term 
Michael Aron 76 
K. Wesley Cubberley 152 
Henry Sipple 70 
Budget Committee — Two persons for three-year term 
Susan Metsack 170 
Judy Aron 130 
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ARTICLE TWO: To see if the Town will vote to adopt the amendment to 
the Acworth Zoning Ordinance (concerning updating the definition of 
frontage to correspond with the definition of frontage found in the 
Subdivision Regulations) as proposed by the Planning Board. Copies of the 
complete amendment are available at the Town office and will be available 
the day of voting. The following question will appear on the Official 
Ballot: 

“Are you in favor of the amendment to the existing Town of Acworth 
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board? The amendment 
replaces the existing definition of frontage with a definition which 
corresponds with the definition in the Acworth Subdivision Regulations.” 
The amendment intends to provide consistent language in the Zoning 
Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations clarifying frontage as being on a 
Class V or better road. 


Results of ballots cast: 
YES 143 NO 45 
ARTICLE TWO PASSED 


At 6:45 p.m., Moderator John Luther announced for voters to go to 
the Supervisors of the checklist to obtain secret ballots for the 
upcoming meeting. 


Moderator John Luther called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 11th, 2014 at the Acworth Town Hall. John 
announced again for any voter that did not have their secret ballots to 
obtain them at this time from the Supervisors of the checklist. John 
announced that the polls would be open after the meeting for those 
who still had not voted. He then asked all to stand and join him in the 
pledge of allegiance. 

John went over a few rules of how the meeting would be conducted. 
His expectations were that people would be respectful to one another. 


ARTICLE THREE: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to 
serve as pound keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. 


Article three moved by Linda Christie. Seconded by Jim Neidert. 
With no discussion, article three was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE THREE PASSED UNANIMOSLY 


ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to 
borrow money in anticipation of taxes. 
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Article four moved by Marianne Nevelson. Seconded by Ken Grant. 
With no discussion article four was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE FOUR PASSED UNANIMOSLY 


ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the 
Budget Committee recommended sum of $1,082,735.56 for general 
municipal operations. The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend 
this article. This article does not include Special or Individual articles 
addressed. 


Article five moved by Mary Lou Reed. Seconded by Teresa Berntsen. 
After some discussion, Jay Phinizy moved to amend the budget to 
increase by $1,577.00 to $1,084,312.56. Seconded by Jim Brown. 

Jay addressed the amendment and that the increase would go to 
“Account #4220-4229 Fire” to be used, as necessary, by Acworth 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Inc. to fund training, fire gear and assist 
with increased membership dues to Southwestern New Hampshire 
Mutual Aid. After some discussion, the amendment went to vote by 
voice vote. 

Amendment to article five passed unanimously. 

With no further discussion, article five as amended was moved to vote 
by voice vote. 


ARTICLE FIVE PASSED UNANIMOSLY 


ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
eleven thousand four hundred dollars ($11,400) for the 2014 lease payment 
on the Caterpillar Vibratory Roller. The Selectmen and Budget Committee 
recommend this article. 


Article six moved by Teresa Berntsen. Seconded by Chris Noonan 
After much discussion, Claude Bassinne motioned to move the 
question. Seconded by Chris Noonan. 

Moving the question was passed by voice vote. 

With no further discussion, article six was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE SIX PASSED 


ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
eight thousand dollars ($8,000) to be placed in the Revaluation Capital 
Reserve Fund created in 2010 for the next state required values update in 
2016. The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this article. 


Article seven moved by Bill Brodne. Seconded by Ken Cubberley. 
With no discussion, article seven was moved to vote by voice vote. 
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ARTICLE SEVEN PASSED 


ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) to be placed in the Highway Equipment 
Capital Reserve Fund created in 2000. The Selectmen and Budget 
Committee recommend this article. 


Article eight moved by Marianne Nevelson. Seconded by Chris 
Noonan. 
After some discussion, article eight was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE EIGHT PASSED 


ARTICLE NINE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) for the construction of a hearse house 
within the Town Cemetery to house the Town hearse as included in the 
Planning Board’s Capital Improvement Plan on request of the Cemetery 
Trustees. The Selectmen recommend, the Budget Committee does not 
recommend this article. 


Article nine moved by Helen Frink. Seconded by Olga Bassinne. 
Helen Frink addressed this article. After some discussion, article nine 
was moved to table until a future date by Helen Frink. Seconded by 
Carole Wallace. 

Tabling article nine was moved to vote by voice vote. 


TABLING ARTICLE NINE PASSED UNANIMOSLY 


ARTICLE TEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate 
twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000) to be added to the operating budget 
under Account 4909 Improvements other than buildings to increase the 
road projects appropriation. The Selectmen and Budget Committee 
recommend this article. 


Article ten moved by Mary Lou Reed. Seconded by Bruce Bascom. 
After some discussion, article ten was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE TEN PASSED 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital 
Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of bridge 
repair or replacement, and to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars ($20,000) to be placed in this fund, and to appoint the 
Selectmen as agents to expend from the fund. The Selectmen and Budget 
Committee recommend this article. 
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Article eleven moved by Marianne Nevelson. Seconded by Michael 
Aron. 
After some discussion, article eleven was moved to vote by voice vote. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 


ARTICLE TWELVE: To transact any other business that may legally be 
brought before this Town Meeting. 


Helen Fink discussed the $16,000.00 that was given to the town general 
fund by the Conservation Committee for timber harvest that the town 
had to vote to accept the money. 


Michael Aron moved to accept the money. Ken Grant seconded. 

Went to vote by voice vote and was approved unanimously as a non- 
binding vote. 

Tim Perry motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Jim Brown. 
Adjourning the business portion of the meeting went to voice vote. 
Passed unanimously. Moderator announced at 8:55 p.m. that the 
business portion of meeting was adjourned and that anyone who 


wishes to vote may do so. 


Polls closed at 9:05 p.m. 
Meeting was recessed at 9:10 p.m. to count ballots. 


Counting of ballots completed at 10:15 p.m. The information was 
given to Town Clerk to compile and complete necessary paperwork. 


Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted by, 


Charlotte Comeau 
Acworth Town Clerk 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


Municipal Services Division 
2014 Tax Rate Calculation 


TOWN PORTION 


Gross Appropriations 1,178,718 
Less: Revenues (427,479) 
Less: Fund Balance Used - 
Add: Overlay 15,676 
Add: War Service Credits 6,500 
Net Town Appropriation 773,410 
Special Adjustment : 
Approved Town Tax Effort 773,410 
Town Rate per $1,000 
SCHOOL PORTION 
Net Local School Budget : 
Regional School Apportionment 1,583,553 
Less: Adequate Education Grant (411,314) 
Less: State Education Taxes (249,088) 
Approved School Tax Effort 923,151 
Local School Rate per $1,000 
STATE EDUCATION TAXES 
State Equalized Valuation (no utilities) 100,438,887 
State Education Rate per $1,000 2.48 
Approved State School Tax Effort 249,088 
State Education Rate per $1,000 
based on local assessed valuation 
(no utilities) of $95,031,550 
COUNTY PORTION 
Due to County 303,535 
Less: Shared Revenues - 
Approved County Tax Effort 303,535 
County Rate per $1,000 
TOTAL COMBINED TAX RATE PER $1,000 
Total Property Taxes Assessed 2,249,184 
Less: War Service Credits (6,500) 
TOTAL PROPERTY TAX COMMITMENT 2,242,684 
local 
assessed tax rate 
PROOF OF TAX RATE valuation per 1,000 
State Education Tax (no utilities) 93,538,590 2.66 
All Other Taxes 95,301,131 20.99 
23.65 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 


Detailed Statements of Receipts for 2014 


_Jan-Dec14__ 
3100 Received from tax collector before adjustments $ 2,404,467.20 
See tax collector report for breakdown of details 
Bounced check not replaced - 
2,404,467.20 
3200 Received from town clerk 149,870.53 
See town clerk report for breakdown of details 
Bounced check not replaced - 
149,870.53 
3319 From Federal sources 
3319.1 FEMA funds for road repairs 31,546.75 
3350 From State sources 
3352 Meals and rooms distribution 43,293.33 
3353 Highway block grant 133,999.15 
3356 Forest land reimbursement 54.24 
3359.2 Other State grants 2,615.23 
179,961.95 
3400 Revenue from services 
3404 Transfer station fees 7,726.00 
3500 Miscellaneous sources 
3501.2 Cemetery lot sales 3,050.00 
3501.3 Gove lot timber sales - 
3502.1 Interest income on deposits 627.24 
3503.1 Rent of town property 220.00 
3506.1 Welfare lien reimbursements 659.53 
3506.3 Insurance proceeds 1,974.20 
3508.1 Miscellaneous gifts 900.00 
3509.1 Income from departments 305.00 
3509.21 Recycling proceeds-paper 1,492.40 
3509.22 Recycling proceeds-metal 1,637.75 
3509.24 Electronics 449.92 
3509.25 Planet Aid 164.25 
3230.2 Building permits 570.00 
3292.1 Driveway permit fees 30.00 
3292.2 Planning board fees 1,063.00 
3292.3 Sale of histories and maps 294.00 
3292.5 Miscellaneous fees 441.56 
13,878.85 
3915 From special revenue funds 
3915.2 Transfer from capital reserves for equipment - 
3916 Trust and agency funds 
3916.1 Cemetery trust funds 1,047.25 
3917 Transfers from Conservation funds 
3917.1 Transfers from forest maintenance funds 16,000.00 


Voted from fund balance - 
Total cash receipts for 2014 2,804,498.53 
20 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


Detailed Statement of Appropriation Disbursements for 2014 


4130 Town officers’ salaries 
Selectmen-Craig Oshkello 
Selectmen-Rob DeValk 
Selectmen-Steven Holt 
Treasurer-Melinda Loiselle 
Deputy treasurer-Greta Perry 
Tax collector-Marianne Nevelson 
Deputy tax collector-Susan Metsack 
Town clerk-Charlotte Comeau 
Health officer- Toni Bowman 
Deputy health officer 
Local auditor 


4140 Elections and vital statistics 
Stipends-election officials 
Checklists 
Postage 
Public notices 
Training 
Vital record fees 


4150 Town office expenses 
Wages-administrative assistant 
Health insurance 
Computer, software and support 
Deed office recording fees 
Dues to Associations 
Miscellaneous 
Office equipment 
Office supplies 
Outside consultants 
Postage 
Public notices 
Services of forester 
Telephone 
Tax collector expenses 
Town clerk expenses 
Town reports 
Workshops and training 


4152 Revaluation of property 
Property assessing 
Mapping 
Revaluation maintenance 


4153 Legal expenses 
Compliance 
General Services 


Jan - Dec 14 


$ 2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,000.00 
2,499.90 
1,000.00 
6,999.98 

999.96 
7,999.94 
250.00 
250.00 
250.00 


26,249.78 


3,449.50 
5.29 
5.75 

82.45 
40.00 
454.75 


4,037.74 


41,227.24 
7,672.56 
4,765.00 


995.00 
89.00 
1,615.47 
1,558.18 


1,032.55 
23.54 
556.00 
1,774.02 
4,476.61 
1,946.69 
760.25 


68,492.11 


6,504.57 
1,950.00 
250.00 


8,704.57 


2,063.14 
8,333.68 


10,396.82 


TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statement of Appropriation Disbursements for 2014 


4155 Payroll tax expenses 
Payroll taxes-cleaning/shoveling 
Payroll taxes-dump attendant 
Payroll taxes-election officials 
Payroll taxes-forest fires 
Payroll taxes-highway 
Payroll taxes-planning board 
Payroll taxes-road projects 
Payroll taxes-town office 
Payroll taxes-town officials 
Payroll Tax expenses - Other 


4191 Planning and zoning 
Wages - planning board 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Public notices 
Registry recording fees 
Training 


4194 Town hall expenses 
Building compliance 
Wages - cleaning and shoveling 
Electricity 
Fuel oil 
Mowing 
Repairs 
Supplies 


4195 Cemeteries 
Corner stones 
Hearse storage 
Miscellaneous expenses 
Mowing 
Stone restoration 
Old cemetery 
Tree work 


4196 Insurance 
Property and general liability 
State unemployment insurance 
Workmens compensation 


4197 Regional planning associations 


Jan - Dec 14 


127.33 
1,235.68 
282.25 
11,819.10 
114.40 
743.87 
3,153.92 
2,008.07 
0.03 


19,484.65 


1,495.00 
44.09 
335.67 
271.81 
120.00 


2,266.57 


4,223.50 
1,471.50 

914.22 
5,217.08 
2,929.00 
4,511.16 

163.86 


19,430.32 


555.00 
100.00 
471.00 
7,315.00 
3,000.00 
900.00 
3,000.00 


15,341.00 


7,499.26 
4,544.00 


12,043.26 


1,272.06 


TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statement of Appropriation Disbursements for 2014 


4210 Police 
Contract services 
Dispatch 


4215 Ambulance 
4220 Fire & Rescue services 


4290 Emergency management 
Fire pond maintenance 
Wages-forest fires 
Forest fires-other costs 
Miscellaneous 
FEMA grant expense - road repairs 


4312 Highway maintenance 
Wages-highway 
Health insurance 
Crack sealing 
Culverts 
Emergency plowing 
Equipment lease 
Equipment rental 
Mag chloride 
Materials-gravel and crushing 
Miscellaneous 
Pot hole repair 
Roadside mowing 
Road grading 
Road signs 
Salt 
Small maintenance projects 
Tree work 
Trucking 


4313 Bridge repairs 
4316 Street lighting 


4319 Highway - general expenses 
Building compliance 
Building maintenance 
Diesel fuel 
Drug testing 
Electricity 
Emergency tow 
Gas 
Heating oil 
Miscellaneous 
New equipment 
Radio communication 
Repairs, parts 
Safety 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Training 


Jan - Dec 14 


208.12 
2,900.00 


3,108.12 
9,600.00 


39,577.00 


590.00 


20,524.74 
21,114.74 


154,498.70 
15,345.12 
10,800.00 

5,002.00 
2,500.00 


4,400.00 
5,776.99 
11,574.14 
50.00 
10,000.00 
8,979.95 
10,775.00 
1,647.18 
28,591.63 
10,933.00 
7,100.00 


43,137.50 


331,111.21 


2,953.91 


1,852.20 
4,938.46 
40,449.22 
958.00 
1,946.40 
3,244.62 
9,804.14 
176.73 


56,981.68 
352.40 
707.79 
970.84 
100.00 


58 122,482.48 


TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statement of Appropriation Disbursements for 2014 


4324 Solid waste 


Wages-dump attendent 
Capital improvements 
Comingle bin w/o glass 
Compactor trucking/rental fees 
Demolition disposal fees 
Electricity 

Electronics recycling 
Equipment 

Fluorescent disposal 
Freon extraction 
Glass/ceramic disposal 
Hazardous waste disposal 
Metal disposal fees 
Miscellaneous supplies 
Mixed paper disposal 
Repair and maintenance 
Safety 

Telephone 

Tire disposal 

Training 


4325 Landfill closure 


Monitoring and maintenance 


4414 Animal control 


Dog tags 
State fees 
Vet and boarding 


4415 Health and other agencies 


Alstead Food Shelf 

Big Brother Big Sister 

Fall Mountain Friendly Meals 
Home Healthcare Hospice & CS 
Monadnock Family Services 
Red Cross 

S W Community Services 

West Central Behavorial Health 


4445 Welfare 


4520 Recreation 


Electricity 
Mowing 

Portable toilet 
Program expense 


Jan - Dec 14 


16,030.89 
990.08 
563.50 

22,642.13 

6,957.00 
1,026.73 
1,195.86 
29.97 
61.55 
280.00 
240.00 
1,223.00 
330.00 
449.55 
2,817.05 
445.99 
67.17 
410.58 


428.16 
56,189.21 


4,672.53 


a ne 


4,672.53 


85.95 
371.00 


456.95 


1,000.00 
250.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
750.00 
250.00 
682.00 
750.00 


5,682.00 


118.32 
1,940.00 


100.00 
2,158.32 


TREASURER'S REPORT (continued) 


Detailed Statement of Appropriation Disbursements for 2014 


Jan - Dec 14 
4550 Library 
Wages-library 21,410.25 
Payroll taxes-library 1,613.84 
Mowing/lawn maintenance 1,469.00 
Library appropriation paid 13,391.91 
37,885.00 
4583 Memorial Day expenses 200.00 
4589 Other culture and recreation - 
4611 Conservation commission 
CC association dues 220.00 
Crescent Lake testing 228.47 
Miscellaneous expenses 500.00 
948.47 
4619 Conservation preservation 
Crescent Lake Milfoil Committee 2,000.00 
4902 Machinery, vehicles & equipment 
Equipment lease - excavator 18,834.60 
Equipment lease - roller 11,386.80 
Equipment-compactor - 
30,221.40 
4909 Improvements other than bdigs 
Gravel crushing 42,057.50 
Wages-road projects 9,723.73 
Charlestown Road, section B : 
Crane Brook Road 120,846.08 
Derry Hill Road 39,109.50 
Town pit development 5,106.40 
Town properties - 
216,843.21 
4912 To special revenue funds 
Cemetery lot sales reimbursement 2,645.00 
2,645.00 
4915 To capital reserve funds 
Capital reserve - bridges 20,000.00 
Capital reserve - highway equipment 30,000.00 
Capital reserve - revaluation 8,000.00 
58,000.00 
Total appropriation disbursements for 2014 $ 1,135,568.43 


TREASURER'S REPORT 


Detailed Statement of Non-appropriation Disbursements 2014 


Jan - Dec 14 
4931 Sullivan County $ 303,535.00 
4933 FM Regional School District 1,172,239.00 
4199 Tax collector abatements and overpayments refunded Sys .ao 
Tax collector liens on unpaid taxes - 
FMF - transfers to general fund 16,000.00 
Total non-appropriation disbursements for 2014 $ 1,496,891.35 


TREASURER'S REPORT 
Summary of Conservation Commission accounts for 2014 


Conservation commission savings account 


Beginning balance 1/1/14 $ Idelhene! 
Orchard school scholarship (500.00) 
Interest income 6.79 
Ending balance 12/31/14 $ 13,219.00 


Cons. Comm. forest maintenance savings account 
Beginning balance 1/1/14 $ 20,247.67 
Timber sale proceeds = 
Timber bond reimbursement - 


Interest income 4.57 
Transfer to general fund (16,000.00) 
Ending balance 12/31/14 $ 4,252.24 


ASSETS 


Town of Acworth 


Balance Sheets (General Fund, Comparative) 


December 31, 2014 and 2013 


Cash and cash equivalents 


Checking 
Money market 


$ 


Saviings - Conservation Commission 
Savings - Forest Maintenance Fund 


Petty cash 
Savings - performance bonds 


Taxes receivable 


Taxes receivable - property tax 
Taxes receivable - timber yield tax 
Tax liens receivable - 2009 levy 
Tax liens receivable - 2010 levy 
Tax liens receivable - 2011 levy 
Tax liens receivable - 2012 levy 
Tax liens receivable - 2013 levy 


Allowance for abatements-property tax 


TOTALASSETS $ 


LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Social Security Medicare, withheld & accrued 
Prepaid property taxes $ 
Prepaid yield taxes $ 


School district payable 


Fairpoint 


Performance bond refundable 


Fund equity 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 


Fund equity - unassigned 
Fund equity - Conservation Comm. 
Fund equity - Forest Maintenance 


31-Dec 


2014 


(1,031.95) 
695,088.93 
13,219.00 
4,252.24 
150.00 


1,500.00 


713,178.22 


167,877.86 
786.14 
4,464.21 
7,801.80 
8,456.42 
20,478.06 
41,057.39 


31,099.00 


282,020.88 


995:199.10 


NTAs Vedi) 
8,919.00 
508,612.40 
31,099.00 


1,500.00 


651,918.15 


425,809.71 
13,219.00 
4,252.24 


443,280.95 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $ 


995,199.10 


31-Dec 
2013 


423.07 
510,198.23 


150.00 


1,500.00 


512,271.30 


205,181.48 
1,964.96 


9,773.71 
13,645.92 
24,667.05 
49,699.39 


(15,423.00) 


$ 


289,509.51 


801,780.81 


3,946.05 


460,181.64 


1,500.00 


465,627.69 


302,193.24 
13,712.21 
20,247.67 


336,153.12 
801,780.81 


2014 Schedule of Town Real Properties and Values 


Town Hall and Land 229-1 

Flagpole Lot 229-2 

Town Common 229-3 

Library and Land 229-32 

Hill/Lynn triangle 229-49 

Town Garage and Transfer Station 253-11 


Land Acquired Through Tax Collector’s Deeds: 


Euras, Inc. 201-5 

Euras, Inc. 201-6 

Paul Assoc. 201-8 

Crescent Lake 201-36 

Crescent Lake 201-60 

Hurd 201-107 and 108 

Murzda 206-1 

Farrell 206-8 

Owner unknown 207-6 
Zacharie 207-14 

Owner unknown 210-20.1 
Augustinowicz 210-27 

Howard Estate 210-39 
Gove/Fournier (Town Forest) 211-1,201-135 
Owner unknown 222-21 
Farnsworth (Ball field) 222-4 
Buss Lot 226-1 

Champney 226-6 

Onofrio 229-30 

Paige Wilson 229-36 

Ball 230-3 

Callum 234-18 

Owner unknown 234-19 
Roberts 236-10 

Jennison 240-9 

Moto 241-18 

Prouty 250-2 

Land Acquired Through Gift or Purchase: 
Desbiens 201-109 

Pierce Brook 209-7 

Ward 218-4 

Peirera/Diggert (Town Wetlands) 225-6,226-9 
Conservation Associates 225-7 
Stebbins Road 229-58 

Five Points School House 231-8 
Nye Road Cemetery 234-8 
Lubetkin/Cemetery 234-13 

Hill Road Cemetery 234-24 
Mill Pond Acre/Mica Shed 246-17 
Prince 246-57 

Total 


$151,600 


18,600 
27,000 
116,400 
8,200 
151,400 $473,200 


8,700 
261,600 
224,000 

26,500 
10,700 
512,300 
30,600 
37,300 
36,000 

13,100 

2,800 

36,000 

32,400 
880,800 
8,500 
55,400 
8,500 
31,900 
34,200 
34,600 
11,900 
28,700 
44,100 
38,500 
82,900 
20,400 


6,900 $2,519,300 


125,000 
48,600 
22,300 
92,100 
62,900 
11,100 

8,900 
25,500 
31,200 
43,000 
31,500 
2,300 $504,400 


$3,496,900 


2014 Tax Collector’s Report 


The Board of Selectmen issued warrants for the collection of 2014 property taxes in the 

amount of $2,239,817.00. On 12/31/2014 the Town received $2,070,602.14 in payments 
for 2014 property taxes, which means 92% of taxes has been collected. This is 2% more 
than in 2013. 


In addition I received warrants for 2014 Yield Taxes in the amount of $12,620.85 and 
2014 Gravel Taxes for $35.12. On 012/31/2014 the balance due was $786.14. 


On October 27", 2014, 8 Liens were outstanding for the levy of 2011 affecting 6 
taxpayers. Five properties were tax deeded to the Town: map 201-5, map 201-1, map 
206-8, map 229-36, and map 207-14. The Town issued me 2 Tax Deed waivers for the 
remaining 3 Liens for the 2011 Levy. These 2 taxpayers have been making weekly or 
monthly payments. The combined lien balances for these two taxpayers, for which the 
deeds were waived, are as of 12/31/2014:2009 $4,464.21 and 2010 $7,801.80 and 2011 
$8,456.42. These liens have an interest rate of 18% a year. NOTE: Deed waivers are 
subject to a thirty day cancellation notice by the Selectmen. 


I have mailed the delinquency notice for the 2014 Levy on January 26", 2015 to 
delinquent taxpayers alerting them to their delinquency and the 2014 Levy Lien date of 
August 3rd, 2015. 


All properties with uncollected 2014 taxes on August 3rd, 2015 will receive a Lien 
regardless of the amount of taxes. Liens are an expensive proposition — 18% interest plus 
various fees. Please pay. 


The unpaid Tax levy of 2012 is scheduled for tax deeding on October 26, 2015. As of 
12/31/2014, 10 Tax payers, owing $22,588.46, are scheduled for Tax Deeding and 
subsequent eviction. Please contact me immediately to set up regular payments, 
otherwise I will be forced to recommend the execution of a Tax Deed to the Board of 
Selectmen. The Tax Collector can recommend, but the Board of Selectmen decides. You 
can make an appointment with me any time that is convenient for you. 


In 2014, 43 real estate liens for the levy of 2013 were executed, 25 of these liens remain 
unpaid in the amount of $43,730.75. 


Payments are entered as received on the day of the postal cancellation. You do not have 
to wait for a Monday to see me personally. Payments can be dropped off at the Town 
Offices, but I prefer that you put your payments in the mail. 


Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 


Marianne W Nevelson 
Tax Collector 
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Invoice Description 


CREDIT MEMOS 


CREDIT MEMOS 


PROPERTY TAXES 
TAKEN BY DEED (INV) 
INTEREST CHARGES 
OTHER CHARGES 


PROPERTY TAXES 
CONVERT TO LIEN 
TAX ABATEMENTS 
INTEREST CHARGES 
OTHER CHARGES 


PROPERTY TAXES 
INTEREST CHARGES 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 


YIELD TAXES 


YIELD TAXES 
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INTEREST CHARGES 


EXCAVATION TAXES 


TAX LIENS 
TAKEN BY DEED CINV) 
INTEREST CHARGES 
OTHER CHARGES 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 


TAX LIENS 
TAKEN BY DEED (INV) 
INTEREST CHARGES 
OTHER CHARGES 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 


TAX LIENS 
TAKEN BY DEED (INV) 
INTEREST CHARGES 
OTHER CHARGES 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 


TAX LIENS 


2014 Tax Collector’s Report 


Beginning 


Issue Balance 


-1,666.00 


201,235.43 
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1,964.96 
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0.01 


Tadeo 


24,563.05 


26.76 


77.24 


13,543.67 


(Continued) 


SSSSS SSS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SS SS SSS SSS SSS SHS SSS SSS SS SS SSS SS SSS SSS HSS SSS SSS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SS SS SSS SSS SSSsSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESS== 


New 


Charges 


1, 


2 ’ 


12, 


2), 


64, 


1, 


= 


4, 


Dsf39 SLs 


448. 
40. 


oli. 


619. 
148. 


=65. 


620. 


132. 


35% 


430. 


047. 
845. 


666. 


925; 


Payments 

-1, 787 

00 -2,070,602 

19 -1,448. 

00 -40. 

00 -147,888. 

=57,901. 

64 -12,619. 

00 -148. 
35 

-8,919. 

99 -11,264. 

-1,964. 

22 -131. 

12 -35 

95 -20,700. 

80 -1,037. 

00 Stu 

-26,395 

48 -3,613. 

-344. 

-14,019. 

86 -§,110. 

-51. 

-5,802 


.14 


19 
00 


32 
49 


64 
00 


00 


85 


96 
22 


ae 


20 


80 
00 


wh 


18 


80 


63 


13 
24 


-62 


Other 
Credits 


=1 5337000 


-296.74 


65.35 


-3,107.36 


-50.00 


-2,428.70 


-106.00 


~2 5243.00 


157.91 


Ending 


Refunds Balance 


1,666.00 


169,214. 
cot Ee 


3,210.00 


=65. 
65. 


a9 Lo. 


786. 


43,730. 
-3,107. 
10. 
474. 
-50. 


22,588. 
-2,428. 
53. 
370. 
-106. 


10,543. 
Sey akoe 
=i5 7. 
26. 
157. 


7,741. 


58,568. 
#57,,901; 
-296. 


86 
00 


11 
49 
74 


35 
35 


00 


14 


75 
36 
00 
00 
00 


46 
70 
31 
99 
00 


42 
00 
51 
00 
51 


05 


Beginning New 
Levy Invoice Description Ath Issue Balance Charges 
INTEREST CHARGES 3,587 
OTHER CHARGES 102.25 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 
2009 TAX LIENS 6,935.57 
INTEREST CHARGES -952. 
OTHER CHARGES 45.00 -10. 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 
2008 TAX LIENS 2,793.14 
INTEREST CHARGES -1,280. 
TAKEN BY DEED (COSTS) 
2013 COSTS NOT LIENED 1,384. 
CONVERT TO LIEN 
**x*** Grand Totals 298,750.46 2,346,450 


Other 
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Refunds 


Ending 
Balance 


Payments 

86 -4,580 
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1,437. 
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2014 Town Clerk Report 


I want to take this opportunity to list some of the services available at this office for 
those of you that may be new in town. I am responsible for registering and titling 
vehicles. I complete marriage license applications, process birth, marriage and death 
certificates, file wetland permit applications, pole licenses and dog licenses. I accept 
voter registration forms, mail absentee ballots, prepare the town ballot and administer 
the oath of office to any newly elected or appointed Town Official. Notary Public 
services are also available. 


My office hours are Tuesday evening from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturday 
morning from 8:00 to noon unless posted otherwise. If I close the office during these 
hours, I will post this information ahead of time either in the Acworth Community 
Newsletter or at the Acworth post office, the village store and town hall office. I will 
always be closed on a Tuesday evening of an election. 


For everyone’s safety, the office may be closed during inclement weather, if you are 
unsure or have any questions, please call the office at 835-6879. Also, you can check 
the new Town Clerk website that I created last year www.acworthnhtownclerk.com 
this site can be accessed from a smartphone as well. 


It will soon be time to renew dog licenses for 2015. The 2014 license will expire on 
April 30th. Beginning June 1* a $1.00 per month late fee is assessed. 


As a reminder, there is the option of renewing your registration and/or dog license on 
the Internet as well as obtaining vital records. To do this, go to the Town Clerk website 
and select one of the following icons. 


Please be sure to make out two checks for vehicle registration and print out the 
confirmation. Make out one check to The Town of Acworth and the other to The State 
of NH DMV. Mail the confirmation in with your checks and keep a copy for yourself 
until you receive your registration in the mail. You are able to renew your registrations 
up to four months in advance. 


If you don’t have a computer and would like to access the Internet for these services, 
you could go to the village store or library. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Charlotte Comeau 
Acworth Town Clerk 


2014 TOWN CLERK REPORT 


(Continued) 


MOTOR VEHICLES 
Vehicle Registrations 
Clerk Fees 

Title Fees 

Title Transfer Fees 
Municipal Agent Fee 
E-Convenience Fee 
E-Log Fee 


DOGS 
Licenses Issued: 194 
Town Fees 
State Fees 
Late Fees 


MARRIAGES 

Licenses Issued: 5 
Town Fees 
State Fees 


FILING FEES 
Vital Record Copies 
Town Fees 
State Fees 
Pole License 
Wetlands Permit 


REMITTED TO TREASURER 


142,326.73 
1,447.00 
434.00 
340.00 
ehee ep ELI, 
177.00 
46.15 
148,163.38 


822.00 
395.00 
62.00 
1,279.00 


35.00 
189.00 
225.00 


weeds 
88.00 
10.00 
10.00 
203.15 


149,870.53 


2014 Selectmen’s Report 


As may be expected in a Town with 56 miles of roads, paving, potholes and road signs 
dominated many of the Selectmen’s agendas over the past year. 


The 2014 budget was the first to be affected by the statewide suit involving Fairpoint and 
by the NH Current Use Board’s lowering of forest land values. Despite those two issues 
applying upward pressure on tax rates Acworth voters supported the road capital projects 
proposed at the March Town Meeting. 


Planning for work on Derry Hill and Crane Brook Roads began the previous fall with 
discussion before the Planning Board and during the winter with discussion before the 
Budget Committee. Contractors were scheduled and in April preparation was made for 
drainage work on Derry Hill. In May it was noted that Derry Hill is designated scenic and 
that the process for conducting tree and other roadside work on scenic roads had not been 
followed. Work was suspended while Town boards covered the required procedures. 
Contractors who could be were rescheduled and attention moved to Crane Brook Road. 


Work on Crane Brook proceeded slowly due to extensive ledge. By the end of the season 
a number of culverts had been replaced and the project was included in the 2014 Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) for continuation through 2017. This pattern of multi year 
commitments to individual road projects was discussed at length during fall meetings 
between the Selectmen and Planning Board about the CIP. Each road just costs too much 
to finish in one or even two years. 


CIP discussion identified four primary Town paved arteries, Cold Pond Road, 
Charlestown Road, Crane Brook Road and Beryl Mountain Road which could consume 
the Town’s capital funds over the next several years. Secondary paved roads were 
included in the CIP as annual funding limits allowed. Both boards gave consideration to 
the prospect that all of the Town’s secondary paved roads may not be sustainable as 
paved roads into the future. 


The deteriorating condition of our paved roads was strongly expressed by Townspeople 
attending Select board meetings in the fall. Discussion about how to effectively repair 
potholes lead the Board to try a new infrared technique which may prove more 
sustainable than cold patching. The difficulty on our secondary paved roads is in the 
diminishing amount of solid road surface between patches. 


The road signs installed by the State during the summer caused considerable comment. 
Town boards reached out to NH DOT, met with them, asked questions and made 
recommendations. Ultimately the State remained firmly in support of the signs as 
installed and noted that liability for road accidents shifts to the Town if the State’s 
recommendations are ignored. 


The in-house program of ditching and draining our gravel roads has continued to prove 
worthwhile. Completed roads resist washout during the increasingly wet weather we are 
seeing and residents previously plagued by mud ruts can drive to their houses. 


Our investment in the Town Hall and offices pays back in the number of people and 
groups which use those spaces. In 2014 the Library provided shelving to make its 
summer book sale available to Townspeople year round. The shelves line one wall of the 
front meeting room, are updated by Library staff and can be visited any time the Town 
offices are open. The Herpel family donation of a Steinway grand piano is a treasure the 
Town will have far into the future. The donation was celebrated during a Valentine’s Day 
musicale with residents of all ages demonstrating their keyboard skills. 


The Selectmen drafted a 2015 budget only 1.5% higher than 2014. In 2016 we will move 
beyond the effect of the Fairpoint litigation on our taxes. The future of our roads and 
bridges is our biggest challenge going forward. New solutions or new expectations are 
needed. Selectmen deal with these issues at each meeting. Input from Townspeople is 
always welcome particularly before something becomes a problem. 


Late in 2014 Craig Oshkello submitted his resignation from the Board as he prepares to 
move his family to Vermont. Frank Emig, a regular attendee of Board meetings, was 
appointed by the Board to serve through Town Meeting when the voters can endorse his 
candidacy to complete Craig’s term of office. The Board meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of every month. 


Acworth Board of Selectmen, 
Rob DeValk, Steven Holt, Frank Emig 


2014 Highway Department Report 


In 2014 the Department continued working on drainage and shaping of our gravel roads, 
addressed the Planning Board’s Capital Improvement Plan road projects and dealt with 
equipment repair issues. 


Ditching and graveling was completed on Black North, Gove, Turkey Shoot, Milliken 
Brook Roads and most of Heino Road. Due to scheduling changes our contract grader 
was not able to come until September when he covered Turkey Shoot, Old Stage, Fire 
Pond, Quaker City, Sam Putnam, Lynn Hill and John Symonds Roads. 


The Capital Improvement Plan called for beginning the upgrading of Crane Brook and 
Derry Hill Roads. The Derry Hill work was delayed in order to meet the scenic road 
requirement of a public hearing. We were able to complete the tree and drainage work on 
the upper section of Derry Hill before needing to move down onto Crane Brook. Crane 
Brook progressed slowly because of the ledge there but we replaced six culverts by the 
end of the season. That work will continue in 2015. Gravel crushing and bridges were 
also listed under capital projects for 2014. The Department supervised the crushing of 
9086 yards of gravel and 3746 yards of sand which will last two seasons and initiated 
engineering work on the Forest and Allen Road bridges. 


While working in the Derry Hill area we were able to complete the FEMA funded work 
on Duncan and Ryan Roads and made some improvements on Hoagland. Small projects 
on the Langdon Road and Bascom Hill and Parsons Roads were done and the deep 
ditches causing concern on Grout Hill were reshaped. We work to combine projects in an 
area of Town in order to take advantage of having our equipment on or near the site. 
Capital projects involving outside contractors usually need some support from our crew. 
Running capital and in-house projects simultaneously in the same area can help to reduce 
costs. 


We have struggled with finding a process for repairing potholes which lasts. We tried 
rock dust last spring with some success. Many of our paved roads are so fragile that new 
holes emerge faster than we can get to them. Late in the year we contracted with a 
company which uses infrared heat to bond the new material to the old road surface. This 
seems more promising than our previous methods. We realize that Townspeople want 
more attention paid to pothole maintenance. 


The International needed extensive repairs to be fit for plowing and still we experienced 
breakdowns which caused us to call in contractors. During discussion throughout the year 
the Selectmen considered whether to formalize contract plowing or replace the 
International ultimately opting to recommend replacement to the voters. 


We are a small town with proportionally many miles of roads. The Department 
appreciates your support as we work to get as much done as possible with the resources 
we have. 

Dave Lacasse, Highway Supervisor 


2014 Solid Waste Report 


Waste shipped for disposal 


Municipal Solid Waste (Household Refuse) 237.84 tons 
Construction and Demolition Debris and Bulky Waste 70.76 tons 
Total 308.60 tons 
Recyclable material shipped for processing or reuse* 93.01 tons 
Grand Total: Waste and Recyclables 401.61 tons 
Recycling rate as a percentage of total tons received 23.2% 
Hauling Avg. weight Shipments Tons 
Municipal Solid Waste 9.48 tons/haul 25 containers 237.84 
C&D 6.36 tons/haul 11 containers 70.76 
Mixed Paper Fiber** 3.93 tons/haul 11 containers (Fae 
Co-mingled Containers*** 1.42 tons/haul 11 containers 15.67 
Scrap Metal 13.00 tons/haul 2 containers 26.00 
Electronics 1.75 tons/haul 2 shipments 3.49 
Misc. + tires (est.) 3.90 tons/haul 1 shipment 3.90 
Batteries .70 ton/haul 1 shipment 70 
Material**** Cost Income Net Cost or Income/Ton 

MSW $22,284 - $ 93.63/ton cost 

C&D $ 6,957 = $ 97.99/ton cost 

Mixed Paper $ 3,025 $1,514 $ 34.94/ton cost 

Co-mingled $ 289 - $ 28.33/ton cost 

Scrap Metal $  - $1,638 $ 63.00/ton income 

Electronics Di 252 $ 101 $329.93/ton cost 

Tires $ 403 - $103.33/ton cost 

Batteries - $450 $642.85/ton income 

4 This figure does not include glass, propane tanks, bulbs and other incidental 


recyclable materials. 


he Mixed includes newsprint, cardboard, magazines, and all other clean paper fiber. 
*** — Co-mingled includes clean aluminum, plastic or tin beverage and food containers. 


**** Fees paid in 2014 totaled $7,726. 


Board of Selectmen office 


2014 Trustees of Trust Funds Report 


“The Trustees of Trust Funds are fiduciaries and hold both public [Capital Reserve 
Funds] and private funds [Trust Funds] in trust for the purposes permitted by Statute.” 
Handbook for Trustees... 2011, p. 3., State of NH, Department of Justice, Charitable 
Trusts Unit. It follows that Trustees have a duty of loyalty, care, and obedience to 
uphold the laws and Constitution of the State. Taking the oath of office is a personal 
contract between the State of New Hampshire and the trustees. With this in mind the 
trustees devoted much attention to making sure the terms of the capital reserve funds 
were respected. 


During the year our bank (RBS Citizens Bank) announced plans to implement a “revision 
of financial management transactional systems”. This revision has been introduced, 
implemented, and is now successfully operating. Cyber- security and functionality of 
complex financial transactions between bank and trustees have been updated and 
improved. 


The annual informational seminars for all trustees and town officers were held throughout 
the state, sponsored by the Charitable Trust Unit of the State of N.H. Department of 
Justice. We all attended, including our recording secretary, Marianne Nevelson. 


This annual educational meeting enables us to keep up with changes and amendments to 
statutes, as that is a significant part of our job description. The participatory format of the 
seminars allows us to hear from many other trustees; learning from their mistakes, 
experiences, and interactions with other town officials. 


The trustees of trust funds audit report from our elected auditor concluded “there is a 
precise record keeping process with checks and balances. No recommendations at this 
time.” 


‘Respectfully submitted, 
Trustees of Trust Funds 


Tim Perry, 
Paul Auger, 
Alston W. Barrett 
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2014 Library Trustees Report 


Our annual Book Sale was held in July and coordinated well with the Acworth 
Charitable Trust’s Art Exhibit. We have expanded our Book Sale to become 
an ongoing event, held in the Town Hall. All purchases are by donation and 
the Library welcomes your donations of books to this ongoing event. 

(As with all our sales, please no textbooks, periodicals or encyclopedias). 


The Board of Trustees will work with the United Church of Acworth to offer book 
deliveries to our residents who may have limited access to the Acworth Library. We 
are also planning to build a “Little Library” to be placed outside of the South Acworth 
Store. 


The Summer Reading Program for children returned this year with the theme “Fiz! 
Boom !Pop!” Lily and Mike LeBlanc kicked off the event with music on the front 
lawn in June. The Library hosted the Mariposa Museum from Peterborough on July 
13 where the theme was all about chocolate. The Summer Reading program 
culminated with an ice cream social on the library lawn in August. All reading 
enthusiasts were given the gift of a book to thank them for their participation and for 
their love of reading. We hope to increase the number of participants in the Summer of 
2015 and offer another sampling of guest presenters. 


A large crowd attended Acworth History Days in August. Gordon Gowen was the 
guest presenter. DVDs of the event are available at the Acworth Library 
for purchase by donation. 


The Library received an ACCT grant in 2014 to build a display cabinet for historical 
items and to produce a book of photographs of old Acworth. Guy Russell and Kathi 
Bradt continue to archive and scan photographs and documents from the Library's 
collection with support from ACCT. We encourage anyone with historical photos of 
Acworth to bring them in to the Library to be scanned. Please visit the lower level of 
the Library to see our History Room. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Guy Russell 

Melinda Loiselle 

Kathi Bradt 

Joanne Smith 

Jennifer Aiken 

Trustees, Acworth Silsby Library 


2014 Librarians’ Report 


Acworth Silsby Library had 3,697 visits from patrons and visitors in 2014. We welcomed 
29 new patrons. We circulated 3,979 books during the year and continue to add fiction, 
non-fiction, children’s books and movies on DVD to our collection monthly. 


We had 674 patron visits for computer use in 2014. We have a high speed DSL internet 
connection and computers for public use as well as a wireless connection. We provide 
access to Ancestry.com via the State Library. Patrons use our computers for a variety of 
activities such as checking e-mail, looking for jobs, preparing school work, researching 
hobbies and interests. 


We are delighted to have the Acworth School students and teachers visit the Library on a 
regular basis. 


We hosted a summer reading program “Fizz, Boom, Read”. Nineteen young readers 
participated in this program and each received a new book at its completion. We held 
three programs including the Science of Chocolate during the summer months. 


We have three Reading Groups meeting monthly, one is reading classics, the second is 
reading general fiction and the third is reading poetry. New members are always 
welcome. 


Our annual Book Sale was held in early August, raising additional funds for the Library. 
We thank all who participated either by donating or purchasing books. In addition, we 
have now have an on-going book sale set up in the small meeting room of the Town Hall. 
If you haven’t, please check it out. Donations will be accepted at the Library during our 
open hours. 


We are an active member of the Nubanusit cooperative, which provides a collection of 
movies that rotate bi-monthly among 22 local libraries. Patrons borrowed 129 Nubanusit 
items during 2014. 


Inter-library loans (ILL) continue to be a popular way for patrons to read books not 
owned by our library. We have access to books at all NH libraries and many of the NH 
college libraries. A total of 862 books circulated via the ILL system. 


We thank our patrons, volunteers and all who assisted us throughout the year. Check out 
our website www.acworthlibrary.org - this site is updated monthly with new books and 
DVDs. 


Susan Metsack and Linda Thomson-Mohr, Librarians: 
Phone 835-2150; acworthlibrary@myfairpoint.net Library hours are Sat and Sun 
11:30am-4:30pm; Tue and Thur 11:30am to 5:30pm 


Susan Metsack, Acworth Silsby Library 


ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT 2014 


ACCOUNT BALANCES 


CHECKING 
SAVINGS 
CD'S 


INCOME 

TOWN APPROPRIATION 
(SALARIES / TAXES / OTHER) 

OTHER INCOME 
CD & SAVINGS INTEREST 
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME 
RESTRICTED INCOME : 
DESIGNATED INCOME : 


UNRESTRICTED INCOME 
TRUST FUNDS & GIFTS, GRANTS 
BK SLS, FINES, CIVIC EXP.,EQUIP 


USE OF RESTRICTED LIBRARY FUNDS (Jeffrey Fund Int. for books) 


EXPENSES (Library & Town Funds) 
SALARIES & PAYROLL TAXES 


BOOKS & PERIODICALS 

OTHER MAT'L (AUDIO/VHS/DVD) 
HEAT SYSTEM / HEATING FUEL 
ELECTRICITY 
COMMUNICATIONS (PHONE & DSL) 
SUPPLIES & EQUIP. 

POSTAL / BANK FEES /SVC CHG 
LAWN CARE 

DUES / FEES / TUITION 
PROGRAMS / EVENTS 
COMPUTER / COPIER 

MISC. EXPENSE 

BUILDING REPAIR (see resolution) 
CIVIC EXPANSION 

GRANTS / DESIGNATED GIFTS 


2014 EXPENSE 


( includes snow removal ) 


See note below 


See note below 


ING RESTRICTED LIBRARY FUNDS (incl Vv 


* BOOKS & PERIODICALS (Jeffery Trust Fund Interest) 


* BUILDING REPAIR / RENOVATION 
* ACCT Grant 


2015 DESIGNATED / RESTRICTED LIBRARY FUNDS 
Richard & Clarence Jeffery Memorial Library Fund 


Codman & Gertrude Hislop Book Fund 


Designated income account from income-producing equipment 


Civic Expansion / Community Outreach 
Building repair / renovation Savings 


Drainage project, new furnace 
Slate repair, etc. 


12/31/2013 


$483.90 
$7,666.83 
$14,553.73 


rs 


$22,704.46 


12/31/2014 


$375.45 
$13,903.31 
$13,575.53 


$27,854.29 


2014 2014 
BUDGET ACTUAL 
$37,885 $38,126.35 
$0 $22.66 
$0 $1,206.70 
$100 $2,700.00 
$1,050 $2,087.87 
$1,000 
$40,035 
Variance to 
Budget 
$23,600 $23,024.09 ($576) 
$5,210 $6,110.12 $900 
$500 $376.35 ($124) 
$3,000 $1,158.50 ($1,842) 
$1,100 $1,135.66 $36 
$975 $1,138.48 $163 
$900 $648.06 ($252) 
$150 $112.00 ($38) 
$1,400 $1,469.00 $69 
$200 $167.00 ($33) 
$500 $987.22 $487 
$1,000 $566.32 ($434) 
$500 $83.37 ($417) 
$1,000 $1,044.99 $45 
N/A $0.00 
$0 $972.59 $973 
$40,035 $38,993.75 ($1,041) 


$11,330 
$3,876 
$589 
$816 
$1,975 


$1,000 
$1,044 
973 
$3,017 


(restricted gift) 
(restricted gift) 


(designated income) 
(designated income) 
(designated income) 


2014 Acworth Cemeteries Report 


Fortunately this year the Acworth cemeteries were spared severe windstorms and tree and 
monument damage. We removed several pine trees between the older and newer sections 
of the Hill Road cemetery and repaired seventy-five monuments in the Batchelder Nye 
cemetery. Our mowing costs increased as we hired a new mowing service. 


We contacted the lot holders of a half dozen graves without a marker and have arranged 
with them to furnish the required headstones and corner markers. At town expense, we 
had a marker installed for long-time Acworth resident Lyle Farnsworth. We continue 
work on updating and systematizing our records of burials and lot holders. This fall also 
saw the first green burial in recent memory in the Hill Road cemetery. 


At last year’s town meeting, the trustees’ proposal to build a new hearse house was 
tabled, but the discussion showed strong support for preserving our antique hearse. At the 
end of June the town’s highway crew moved it into secure storage in a privately owned 
barn in Acworth. We are pleased to be able to store it safely at a reasonable monthly cost. 
We are also pursuing cooperation with the Friends of the Acworth Meetinghouse to 
restore the church owned horse sheds near the town pound. The New Hampshire 
Preservation Alliance has awarded the Friends a small grant for a preservation consultant 
to assess the condition of the sheds and the steps necessary for their restoration. Our hope 
is to restore these sheds in a historically appropriate manner so that one bay can be used 
to shelter the hearse. 


Acworth’s sixth cemetery walk in mid-September drew a good audience, in spite of rainy 
weather. Jim Neidert portrayed choleric preacher Thomas Archibald, and Denise Picard 
Lindgren played Mary Hubbard Parker. Helen Frink impersonated Mary Ann Reed 
Milliken. Sally Eaton played former store owner Florence “Grammie” Knight, with 
Maria Luther-Houghton as the young Alva Grant. Donations benefited Acworth’s Silsby 
Library. 


We bade farewell to Trustee Kenneth Reed as he moved to Walpole and thank him for his 
helpful service. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Helen H. Frink, on behalf of the Sexton and Trustees of Acworth Cemeteries 


2014 Acworth Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. Report 


The Company Responded to 65 calls as follows: 


Structure Fires 4 
Brush/Grass Fires 3 
Chimney Fires 3 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 9 
Medical Calls 32 


Mutual Aid to other towns and 
Other calls not listed above 14 


Total 65 


Three new members joined in 2014. Two of our member took 


Fire Fighter level 2 Training. We also now have 5 of our members certified by The 
National Registry of EMT’s, and a new to us 


Ambulance donated by Cataldo Ambulance of Boston Ma which we converted into a 
medical Squad vehicle for our members to service the community more efficiently. We 
Thank the Acworth Community for it’s support and as always we are looking for new 
members to join our team. 


Sincerely, Acworth Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. 


Chief Steve Morris 


2014 Planning Board Report 


In 2014 the Planning Board held two scenic road public hearings, hosted a Joint Boards 
Meeting, responded to the State road signs, held discussions with the Cold Pond 
Community Land Trust, updated the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and addressed the 
frequently raised issue of adding a dwelling unit to a lot with a primary residence. 


In May the Board held a public hearing to meet the requirement of airing the Town’s 
work on scenic Derry Hill Road. Tree work had already begun when the lack of a hearing 
was noted by concerned residents. Discussion focused on how to prevent such oversights 
in the future. A second public hearing was held in August to air the Town’s planned 
maintenance on scenic Ball Road. Tree work on Derry Hill was completed. Work on Ball 
Road is pending highway department scheduling. 


The Joint Board Meeting heard discussion of scenic road processes, interpretation of the 
Master Plan on town character and enforcement of junkyard licensing. There was support 
for environmentally aware treatment of all potential junkyards. 


Following the installation of road signs by NH DOT the Planning Board reviewed scores 
of comments from Townspeople, made site visits and formulated recommendations for 
DOT. Despite this work and DOT’s admission that the Town should have had advance 
notice, the State remained firm in its support of the installations made. 


The Board approved a small number of subdivisions, lot line adjustments and an 
annexation. A number of conversations took place with representatives of the Cold Pond 
Community Land Trust as it explored ways to bring aspects of its development into 
compliance with current regulations. 


The Planning Board met twice with Selectmen to develop a realistic schedule of road 
projects for the CIP. The cost of maintaining roads is the Town’s biggest future challenge 
and public input to this annual review would be welcome. 


Each year the Board works on an area of Town land use regulations needing updating or 
revision. It has been noted that there is a need to formalize the potential for commonly 
referred to mother-in-law apartments also known as accessory dwellings. The Board 
studied model language and met with Regional Planning Director Nate Miller to develop 
a Zoning Ordinance amendment. Voters have the opportunity to approve this addition to 
the ordinance during Town Meeting. 


Long time Planning Board member Doug Robinson stepped down in August. His 
knowledge of land use planning was valuable to the Board and members have worked to 
fill that gap. There are still alternate positions open. The Planning Board meets once a 
month the last Wednesday. Townspeople interested in alternate positions are welcome to 
attend a meeting for more information. CIP review takes place in October and November. 


Acworth Planning Board 


2014 Acworth Conservation Commission 


The Acworth Conservation Commission meets monthly to oversee stewardship of the 
town’s conservation lands, and to monitor water quality and forestry operations. 


This year the Conservation Commission transferred $16,000 from its Forest Maintenance 
Fund to the town’s general fund to reduce the tax burden on residents. No timber harvest 
was conducted this year in the Gove Town Forest, but we continue to watch for the 
spread of the emerald ash borer, whose presence could necessitate the removal of more 
ash trees. We work with the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests to 
monitor the Gove Forest, the East Acworth gravel pit, and other conservation easements. 


Our annual Green-Up Day was held on Saturday, April 26, when numerous townspeople, 
4-H club members, and schoolchildren cleaned up bushels of litter from our town 
roadsides. We appreciate their help, and also the assistance of neighbors who regularly 
clean up trash from roads near their homes. 


In July the Conservation Commission co-operated with the Planning Board to host a 
meeting to discuss the cutting of trees along roads designated as scenic. Representatives 
from the New Hampshire Association of Conservation Commissions and the Upper 
Valley Regional Planning Commission facilitated the discussion. 


Each month we review applications submitted to the state Department of Environmental 
Services for Wetland Permits and Shoreland Protection Permits. We also review Intents 
to cut and may visit sites to view compliance with regulations protecting wetlands or 
rules governing the use of Class VI roads. We share costs with Unity for monitoring 
water quality in Crescent Lake, and our members Carole Wallace and Debby Hinman 
serve on the Cold River Local Advisory Council, which monitors river water quality. 


Again this year we donated $500 from our Conservation Fund to the East Alstead 
Orchard School to support Acworth children attending a summer nature camp. 


Acworth’s Conservation Commission meets monthly except during March on the second 
Wednesday of the month, 7 PM at the town hall. Members of the public are cordially 
invited to attend. 


Debby Hinman, Chair; Shawn Bowman, Vice-Chair; Craig Oshkello, Board of 
Selectmen; 
Members: Lillie LeBlanc, Helen Frink, Carole Wallace; Alternate: Beverly Buxton 


2014 Crescent Lake Association Milfoil Committee Report 


Crescent Lake Association conducted a successful water quality program in 2014 to 
prevent Invasive weeds and animals from our lake. We are excited to announce the 
efforts of our paid and volunteer Lake Hosts have not only kept Crescent Lake clean, but 
have kept property values high. We have many people to thank who have contributed to 
the success of this program, including the Town of Acworth. 


In 2014, our program expanded slightly to include education, training and inspection of 
boats not only for the invasive weeds such as milfoil, but also now includes surveillance 
for invasive animal species, such as clams, mussels and other nuisance species that are 
not natives to our waters. Our committee is “rebranded” in 2014 as the Aquatic Invasive 
Species Committee keeping in line with the program from NH Lakes. 


We were very busy during the summer months conducting 967 courtesy boat inspections 
(reported by Crescent Lake Point Person ead confirmed by NH Lakes). The paid Lake 
Hosts accounted for 724 paid hours at the boat launch educating boaters and conducting 
inspections. We found no invasive species of plant or animal life during this period. Our 
diligence and the education of boaters gives Crescent Lake a unique distinction of 
excellent performance versus other lakes in the program that found some form of 
invasive species and we’re thankful for the contributions from all. 


Kevin Brenker, President 
Crescent Lake Association 
AIS Point Person 


2014 Merger Notice 


If you owned real estate lots that were involuntarily merged, you may be able to have 
those lots restored to their pre-merger status. 


Your property may qualify if: 

Two or more lots were merged without your consent for zoning, assessing or taxation 
purposes; 

No previous owner consented to the merger. 


To restore your property to pre-merger status you must: 
Make a request to the Board of Selectmen no later than December 31, 2016. 


Once restored: 
Your properties will again become separate lots; however, they must still conform to 
existing land use ordinances. 


Per RSA 674:39-aa, this Notice must be posted in a public place from January 1, 2012 
until December 31, 2016 and be published in the Town’s Annual Report from 2011 
through 2015. 
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